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THORPEPARK

Dear Parent/Carers,

Welcome back to a new year 2026’. We have lots of things that will be happening over the next few
months. McMillan will be having some building work to improve the provisions. The Beanstalk staff are
doing a sponsored walk to raise money for their outdoor play area. Please check out the calendar dates
so you do not miss out on any of the up-and-coming events.

Kind regards

Mrs Knight

WOW moments in January!

Already this year, we have some WOW moments
across the school.

Year 6 enjoyed learning about the heart through
dissecting a real heart in Science.

Year 4 pupils completed a mock multiplication
test score and achieved outstanding results. We
are so proud of the progress the children are
making.

Year 2 pupils learnt through a series of interactive
challenges to learn who Amy Johnson was and
why she became famous.

Reminder of important dates!

School closes for half term on the Friday 13" February at the
end of the school day and reopens on Monday 23" February.




Every day counts!

» Thorpepark Academy

We are here on time

at 8:40am ever

day!

Days off school add up to lost learning!!
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190 SCHOOL DAYS EACH ACADEMIC YEAR
Which means there are 175 NON school days to spend on family time, visits,
holidays, shopping, household jobs and other appointments
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Attendance

Attendance is currently at 94.3%. It is really
important that your child attends nursery and
school every day.

Please see the chart on the left which shows
how poor attendance can have a serious
impact on your child’s development.

Attendance meetings

If you are invited into school to discuss your
child’s attendance it is crucial that you attend
this meeting so we can support you and your
family.

Reporting absences

If your child is unwell or has a medical
appointment, please let the school know on
the first day of absence so it can be
authorised.

Good attendance will be recognised and
rewarded.

Last week, on Friday 23™ January was National Handwriting Day. At the beginning of the
week, we launched in assembly and in the classes a technique called the ‘Perfect Pinch’.
This technique will ensure your child holds the pencil in the correct way and will help

them to form letters correctly.

We understand that some children in KS2 may have beautiful handwriting, even though
they hold their pencil in a different way, however if your child is still struggling and their
handwriting still could be better, try the technique at home.

Nip the hottom of the
pencil with two
fingers and thumbhb.

Flin the pencil

over and rest it

on your hand.

Grip the pencil to
apply pressure when
you put your hand
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Date

Event

Monday 2™ February

The living eggs arrive at Jumping Beans

Tuesday 3™ February

Mental Health in School Team in for parent workshop
Routines and Rhythms. If interested, please contact the
office. Tel 854632

Wednesday 11*" February

Reception play and stay

Thursday 12% February

Parent group. All parents welcome meet in the dining hall
at Thorpepark site 9am onwards.

Friday 13" February

School and nurseries closed for half term

Monday 23 February

School and nurseries reopen

Friday 27*" February

School nurses in for Year 5 and Year 6 grown up talks

Thursday 5™ March

World Book Day
Children and staff can dress up as their favourite book
character or wear Pjs and bring their bedtime story or just

come in non-school uniform and bring their favourite
book.

Parent group. All parents welcome meet in the dining hall
at Thorpepark site 9am onwards.

Friday 6" March

Photograph day for all Thorpepark children on the main
school site.

Friday 13" March

Great Fire of London workshop for Year 1

Mother’s day shop will be open for presents. Pupils must
bring back slips with money for Friday 6™ March. Up to 2
presents per child and cost £2 per present.

Wednesday 18" March

Nursery Easter stay and play 9.30-11am and 1.30pm to
3pm

Friday 20" March

Red Nose Day. Donations optional 50p per child. We are
asking everyone to support the event by wearing
something red.

Monday 23™ March

Easter egg competition entries to be brought into school.
More information will be included in the February
newsletter.

Wednesday 25" March

Reception Easter stay and play 9-10.30am

Friday 27" March

School closes for Easter

Tuesday 14" April

Reopens for children after Easter break



https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjn45KR_MPdAhXCzIUKHWBQB9oQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fdainfern.co.za%2Fblog%2Fimportant-dates-to-remember-3%2F&psig=AOvVaw2Fw9gdQLzq7mXTUp66YUpl&ust=1537339987101545

Dinner money

We have noticed that some families are in
arrears for dinner money.

We will not let dinners monies accumulate
and the office staff will contact you daily to
inform you of any outstanding payments.

Please talk to us, we are understanding
and want to support our families if we can.

St MicHAbL's

Whats On @SMYP youps boject

Spotlight: 4.15pm - 6.00pm For School years 5+
This is a fun filled session with crafts, sports,
food and more.

Be-You : 6.15pm- 7.15pm For ages 9-16 years old
A relaxed, youth-led space where young people can talk freely

around metal health and wellbeing, share ideas and just be ':\,3,'1;\:.':
themselves. \v 4

v

Humber Teaching
NHS Foundation Trust

MENTAL
HEALTH
SUPPORT
TEAM

=t Food Bank: from 11am depending on delivery

All service users must register once, you can register .
from 10am A=

Bike Hub: 9:30am-12pm Minor repairs and maintenance.

Warm Welcome: 1oam-12pm For ages 18+

A space for adults to come and have a cuppa, chat, and receive

SLIPPDI'T..

Next Steps: 3:30pm-4:30pm For ages 5-9 years old.

Confidence building, fun games, sports, crafts and more!

Active Tots: 1zpm - 1.15pm For ages 0-4 years old W

In partnership with Healthy Lifestyles. yf

All children must be accompanied by parents and carers.

Family Eating Table: 4.00pm - 5.45pm
Learn to cook, bake and learn life skills with friends and as

family - this session no longer requires booking. Just turn up.

Routines and Rhythms

Parent/ carer workshop

S Adult Lunch Club: 11am-1pm For ages 18+
U A warm space for adults to come have a meal
for lunch and socialise.

Family Messy Play: 2:15pm-3:45pm and 4pm-5:30pm

A full packed session with messy crafts and activities each
week, for parents to interact and suppeort their children. & ‘ﬂg
All children must be accompanied by parents/carers. -

On Tuesday 3" February there will be a one morning
workshop for parents/carers from 9am to 11.30am in
the dining hall at Thorpepark main site.

Slimming World with Craig: gam + 10.30am

Drop into Slimming World on a Friday for more
information including price and how the group works.
Bike Hub: 1z.00pm - 3.00pm Minor repairs and maintenance.

Sorted 4.15pm - 6.00pm Rewind 6.15pm - 8.00pm KTf %
E

For ages 10-16 years old

Get involved in crafts, sports, dance, have conversations,
listen to music and much more.

Gen-Z Dance: 4.30pm - 5.15pm For ages 9-16 years old

Join the crew as they prepare and learn routines with Dance In
Company to perform at Easter and during the BTO Sharrabang

Common Questions

Where about are we located? We are located in Orchard Park
Shopping Centre, HU6 9RR opposite Herons foods.

How much we charge? All of our sessions are free of charge,
except Slimming World which is run independently.

How do I sign up? Drop by our Centre and just simply fill in a
consent form once and that’s it - if it’s your first time attending a
session we'll send you away at the end with a consent form.

McMillan@Thorpepark

McMillan will be celebrating the Lunar
new year with some activities linked to
this cultural festival.

We will be tasting some different food
and doing the traditional dragon dance.

In addition to this we will be offering the

parents a chance to try some of the food

at home by giving out some free stir fry
packs funded by Tesco.




